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FACT SHEET #10

Child poverty exists in every census tract in Metro Vancouver, as every census tract had at least 20 poor 
children based on 2012 taxfiler data using Low Income Measure (LIM) after tax. In fact, most census tracts 
had large numbers of poor children, with 363 out of the 455 census tracts (79.8% of all census tracts) having 
at least 100 poor children 0–17 years old. (Note, there are 457 census tracts, but two have insufficient data.)

At least one in 10 children was poor in most Metro Vancouver census tracts, with Metro Vancouver as a whole 
having a child poverty rate of 20.2%. The distribution of census tracts by rates of child poverty was:

•	 16 census tracts (3.5% of all Metro Vancouver census tracts) had child poverty rates of 40% or higher

•	 53 census tracts (11.6%) had child poverty rates of 30–39.9%

•	 156 census tracts (34.3%) had child poverty rates of 20–29.9%;

•	 204 census tracts (44.8%) had child poverty rates of 10–19.9%

•	 26 census tracts (5.7%) had child poverty rates of <10%

The Metro Vancouver area has clusters of areas with high child poverty, including:

•	 Northeast Vancouver (Downtown Eastside)

•	 North and Central Richmond

•	 The Metrotown and Edmonds areas of Burnaby

•	 The Whalley, Guildford and Newton areas of Surrey

•	 The central and northern areas of Langley City

•	 Some of the First Nations reservations in Metro Vancouver (the Capilano reserve near West 
Vancouver and the Musqueam reservation in Vancouver in particular)

The census tracts with the highest child poverty rates were:

•	 Census tract 58.00 in Downtown Eastside in Vancouver (65.2% child poverty rate)

•	 Census tract 57.01 in Chinatown in Vancouver (63.3% child poverty rate)

•	 Census tract 57.02 in Strathcona in Vancouver (50% child poverty rate)

•	 Census tract 130.04 in Capilano native reserve (48% child poverty rate)

•	 Census tract 287.09 near Coquitlam Centre in Coquitlam (47.7% child poverty rate)

The census tracts with the lowest child poverty rates were:

•	 Census tract 160.03 in Tsawwassen in Delta (7.2% child poverty rate)

•	 Census tract 114.02 in Lynn Valley in North Vancouver District (7.3% child poverty rate)

•	 Census tract 160.01 in Tsawwassen in Delta (7.6% child poverty rate)

•	 Census tract 114.01 in Lynn Valley in North Vancouver District (7.7% child poverty rate)

•	 Census tract 110.04 in Deep Cove in North Vancouver District (7.7% child poverty rate)

What is also notable is that all municipalities had at least one census tract with child poverty rates of 10% or 
higher, with most municipalities having multiple numbers of census tracts with child poverty rates of 20% or 
more. Therefore, child poverty is an issue that affects neighbourhoods in all Metro Vancouver municipalities.

80% of all Metro 

Vancouver census 

tract areas had at 
least 100 poor 
children in them.

CHILD POVERTY IN METRO VANCOUVER
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ONLINE MAP: To view and download this map, and additional maps of child poverty rates for Metro Vancouver 
municipalities, visit: still1in5.ca
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% of Children 0-17 Years Old in Low Income Families, by Metro Vancouver Census 
Tract, Based on Low Income After Tax Measure (LIM-AT), 2012 
 

Source Data: Statistics Canada, Income Statistics Division,  2012, Annual Estimates for Census Families and Individuals, 13C0016  
                        Table F-18 Family data - after tax low Income (based on after tax low income measures, LIMs) 2012  
Notes: © This data includes information copied with permission of Canada Post Corporation  
 

CHILDREN 0–17 YEARS IN LOW INCOME FAMILIES, BY METRO VANCOUVER CENSUS TRACK,  
BASED ON LOW INCOME AFTER TAX MEASURES (LIM–AT), 2012

Source Data: Statistics Canada, Income Statistics Division, 2012, Annual Estimates for Census Families and Individuals, 
13C0016 Table F-18 Family data – after tax low Income (based on after tax low income measures, LIMs) 2012. Data includes 
information copied with permission of Canada Post Corporation.

•	 Adopt a comprehensive provincial poverty reduction plan with legislated targets and timelines, a 
cabinet minister with the authority and responsibility to ensure government is achieving its targets on 
time, and a goal of reducing BC’s child poverty rate to 7% or lower by 2020.

•	 Recognizing that children of recent immigrants, Aboriginal children, children of female lone-parent 
families, children in racialized families and children with a disability, are at greater risk of living in 
poverty, efforts should also be targeted to achieve major reductions in poverty levels for these 
populations.

See the full list of recommendations on pages 37 to 39.
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